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Interview : Dr. REENA VORA

- By Interview Team

1. How did it feel to return to
M.L. Dahanukar College, this
time as a faculty member?
- Returning to M.L. Dahanukar 'j
College as a faculty member |
felt like a profound

homecoming, blending nostalgia with
purpose. The familiar classrooms, benches,
canteen and all flashbacks, now
empowered me to give back, inspiring
students just as my mentors did.

2. At what point did you realize that teaching

was your true calling?
- | started my career in HR as a recruiter but
wasn’t satisfied with my work. Then | started
taking tuitions and lectures in classes which
gave me true satisfaction and understood
what exactly | want to do in life. | started as
lecturer immediately after completing
M.Com. | started my career in 2015 and
since then continued successfully till date.




3. How did your time as a BMS and M.COM

student shape your academic foundation?

- | would make my own notes and study
materials. Consistency and disciple is the
true mantras for success.

4. What challenges did you face while

transitioning from student life to academia?

- Transitioning from student life to academia
wasn’t a challenge for me as teaching is my
true passion and converting it into
profession. But yes, managing everything
was becoming difficult as | was doing my
M.Phil. and PGDM. So | had to give equal
justice at all phases. Initially, | was also very
nervous and working on my confidence but
gradually with experiences and guidance of
mentors | could work on my weakness.

5. Securing first rank in M.COM is a big

achievement what was your study approach?
- daily 4 hours of study, consistency and
making own notes. Going to library, doing
lot of reading and regular track of every




lecture. Whatever is taught in lecture, |
would read it on daily bases.

6. How did perseverance play a role in your

academic journey?
- it all started with giving best presentation
for BMS project carrying same attitude in
M.COM and other career aspects. | always
wished to give my best whatever comes in
my way and facing challenges with
determination. Every rejection or failure
was like an erudition for me.

7. What gives you the greatest satisfaction

as a teacher?
- seeing students at good
designation/position and coming back to
meet their teachers and sharing their
corporate stories and how classroom
teaching session actually helps them to
face competitive world, is the true
motivation and satisfaction to see young
minds who were once in classroom are
now designated in corporate. Students
achievement itself is an unseen credit for




teacher.

8. How do you balance teaching, research,

and mentoring young minds?
- everything is the game of ‘work-life
balance’. Teaching and mentoring goes
hand by hand. And research is something
which is inevitable work. Whatever free
hours | get or vacations, | utilise in doing
research. Teaching is my core duty, so
definitely majority hours are spent in
taking lectures.

9. What values do you try to instil in your
students beyond academics?

- Excellence, innovation, resilience, work
ethics, disciple, consistency. Whatever
you do, do it with full passion and
interest and give your best always. Do
not loose hope.

10. What makes M.L. Dahanukar College
special for you, personally and

professionally?
- personally it is like my second home, a




complete homely feeling with all familiar
people around and professionally as it is
shaping my career and gives various
opportunity to survive and grow in every
prospects.

11. What inspired you to actively

contribute to research and paper writing?
- whichever sector/field you select,
research is omnipresent. With the help of
my seniors and mentors, their guidance
motivated me to write and publish papers.

12. Your message talks about passion and

purpose how can students discover what

truly sets their heart on fire?
- be sure on what you want to achieve in
life, where you want to see yourself in
coming decade. Start planning your career
at early ages, check what courses
academically you need to complete, which
degrees are required. Make your own
progress report/schedule and keep
tracking your growth.




13. What mistakes should students avoid

while planning their academic careers?
- ‘Chase passion, not trends’. Do what
actually satisfy you and understand your
capacities and limitations. Do not do what
others are doing or what is in fashion.
Confidence is good but over-confidence will
put you down. Do not rush with your plans
or you cannot fight with your time.
Everything will happen when it is designed
in your destiny.

Thank You !!!




ALUMNI STORY-MRUMAYEE P.
BELWALKAR

From Student to Faculty — A Journey
of Learning and Giving Back

M.L. Dahanukar College of
Commerce has been a defining
part of my academic and
professional journey. What
began as my undergraduate

space has, over time, become
the place where | now stand on the other side

of the desk; teaching, mentoring, and giving
back.

My time at Dahanukar college as a student

| remember ours was one of the only reputed
Commerce colleges in Mumbai, known for
providing variety of Commerce courses. My
friend told me about the IV opportunity & |
decided to enrol myself in the B.M.S. course
here.




During our graduation, we had the privilege
of learning from professors who were experts
in their fields and had an exceptional
command on their subjects.

Being exposed to many such interesting
personalities, somewhere the dream of
becoming a professor was sown in me. Until
then, my sources of personal inspiration were
few, and it was our college that introduced
me to real-life role models who left a lasting
Impact.

Beyond academics, we used to have
workshops called as ‘Job-skills training’
wherein our communication, leadership,
team-building, grooming skills were
sharpened with hands-on training during
vacations. Looking back, these sessions gave

me confidence to face the many interviews |
did ahead.

Back then, our college hosted intercollegiate
events organized by individual courses under
the larger banner of Kurushetra, the college’s




flagship event. My friends and | participated
in Corporaiders, the flagship event of the
BMS department, where we won our first
intercollegiate prize for our entrepreneurial
idea in the Beginner’s Business competition—
an experience that gave us valuable exposure
beyond the classroom.

Apart from academics & co-curriculars, our
batch was lucky to be taken for some of the
most amazing Industrial visits, Kochi-Munnar
& Bangalore-Mysore, which have given me &
my friends some unique travel experiences &
unforgettable memories for a lifetime!,

Corporate breakthrough:

| was in love with French language at the
time, & simultaneously pursuing professional
French from Alliance Francaise de Bombay,
which gave me my first break in the corporate
world. | landed a job as a French Business
Associate with IBM for BNP Paribas, an
opportunity that seemed too good to be
denied & so | decided to postpone my
professor dreames.




MBA Journey:

To progress ahead in the corporate world, |
further pursued M.M.S. & specialized in
HRM from MET Institute in Bandra. After
which, | worked Shapoorji Palonjee & YES
Securities as an HR Business Partner for
some years. However, the dream of
becoming a professor was still active, for
which | used to prepare for qualifying exams
on the weekends.

Becoming a professor:

God willing, | qualified in the all the
competitive exams i.e. NET, SET and PET in
Management subject, which opened my
doors to transitioning to becoming a full-
time professor.

Joining back to my alma matter in this role
fills me with immense nostalgia, pride &
gratefulness!

It feels like coming home, to the institution
that helped me discover my purpose. My
journey from student to faculty reflects the




renduring impact of M.L. Dahanukar College. It\
has a lion’s share in helping me find my
purpose and to nurture it ahead.

| remain grateful to my professors, mentors,
seniors, colleagues, students and our
institution for shaping who | am today!

| look forward to nurturing future learners
with the same values and academic spirit that
shaped my own journey.

What began as a student’s dream has come
full circle, and | am honoured to carry forward

the legacy of learning at Dahanukar College.

Here’s wishing all my dear students all the very
best for your endeavours ahead!

Thank You !!!




THE INDIAN RUPEE’S

RECENT DOWNFALL
- By Sahil Sunil Khandare

The Indian Rupee has been in
the spotlight after falling to a
record low of X90.43 against
the US dollar in December 2025,
marking one of the sharpest —
declines in its history. This drop has raised
concerns among policymakers, businesses, and
ordinary citizens alike.

Several interconnected factors have contributed
to the Rupee’s decline:

* Foreign Portfolio Investor (FPI) Outflows:
Investors have pulled out over X1.5 lakh
crore from Indian markets this year, reducing
demand for the Rupee.

* Trade Deficit: India’s imports, especially of
fuel and gold, have become costlier,
widening the trade gap.

e Strong US Dollar: The dollar has
strengthened globally due to higher US
interest rates, making emerging market




currencies weaker.

* Uncertainty in India-US Trade Deal: Delays
in finalizing the deal have dampened
investor confidence.

 Muted RBI Intervention: While the Reserve
Bank of India has intervened occasionally, its
actions have been limited, allowing the
Rupee to slide further.

The fall of the Rupee touches daily life in
many ways:

* Higher Fuel Prices: Since oil is imported in
dollars, petrol and diesel costs rise.

* Expensive Imports: Electronics,
machinery, and luxury goods become
pricier.

* [Inflation Pressure: Businesses pass on
higher costs to consumers, raising prices of
everyday goods.

* Costlier Foreign Travel & Education:
Students and tourists abroad need more
Rupees to buy dollars.




Impact on the Economy
 Stock Markets: Foreign f
Investor exits have dragged
down indices like Sensex and 9,
Nifty. s $s
* Business Costs: Companies dependent on

imported raw materials face shrinking profit

margins.

* Global Image: The Rupee’s fall highlights
vulnerabilities in India’s economic structure,
making investors cautious.

q

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is expected to

announce policy measures to stabilize the

currency. These may include:

* Selling dollars from reserves to support the
Rupee.

* Adjusting interest rates to attract foreign
Investment.

* Encouraging exporters to bring in more
foreign currency earnings.

Experts predict that while the Rupee may

remain under pressure in the short term, it

could recover gradually to around X86 per

dollar by 2026.




India is Asia’s third-largest economy, and the
Rupee’s weakness sighals broader challenges
for emerging markets. A falling currency can:

. Reduce investor confidence in the region.
. Increase the cost of global trade.

. Influence decisions by multinational
companies about where to invest.

The Rupee’s slide past X90 per dollar is a wake-
up call. It reflects both global challenges—Ilike a
strong US dollar and trade uncertainties—and
domestic issues such as inflation and high
import costs. For citizens, it means higher
expenses in fuel, goods, and overseas travel.
For policymakers, it’s a reminder of the need for
stronger economic strategies. While recovery is
expected in the medium term, the current
situation shows how deeply global financial
trends can affect everyday life in India.

Thank You !!!




FINANCIAL CRIME AND
CYBERSECURITY

- By Tanisha Kamawat

In today's increasingly digital
world, financial institutions and
consumers face a mounting
threat from financial crime and

cybersecurity breaches. As
technology advances, so do the methods

used by cybercriminals, leading to a surge

in fraud, hacking, and digital theft that threaten
the stability of financial systems and the
security of personal assets.

The Rise of Financial Crime in the Digital Age

Financial crime encompasses a broad spectrum
of illegal activities, including money laundering,
fraud, identity theft, and cyber-enabled fraud
schemes. The digitization of banking and
financial services has expanded the attack
surface for cybercriminals, making it easier to
execute sophisticated attacks remotely.
Cybercriminals exploit vulnerabilities in banking
networks, mobile apps, and online platforms to




siphon funds, steal sensitive data, or manipulate
financial transactions.

Increasing Cyber Threats and Hacking

Incidents

Hacking incidents targeting financial institutions
have become alarmingly common. Cybercriminals
utilize advanced techniques such as phishing,
malware, ransomware, and social engineering to
oreach security defenses. High-profile data
oreaches have exposed millions of consumers’
nersonal and financial information, leading to
identity theft and financial loss. The rise of
cyberattacks also includes Distributed Denial of
Service (DDoS) attacks, which disrupt online
services, causing operational delays and eroding
customer trust.

Digital Theft and Fraud : A Growing Concern

Digital theft involves unauthorized access to
digital assets, including bank accounts, credit
cards, and cryptocurrencies. Fraudulent schemes
such as account takeovers, card-not-present
fraud, and synthetic identity fraud have grown
exponentially. Consumers are often targeted
through phishing emails or fake websites that

- mimic legitimate banking portals. Additionally,




the proliferation of cryptocurrencies has
introduced new avenues for illicit activities,
including money laundering and scames.

Impact on Financial Institutions and Consumers

The repercussions of these threats are significant.
Financial institutions face financial losses,
reputational damage, regulatory penalties, and
increased compliance costs. For consumers, the
consequences include financial loss, emotional
distress, and a diminished sense of security in
digital banking. The erosion of trust in digital
financial services can hamper adoption and
innovation in the sector.

Mitigation Strategies and the Future Outlook

To combat these escalating threats, financial
institutions are investing heavily in cybersecurity
measures, including multi-factor authentication,
encryption, real-time monitoring, and Al-driven
threat detection. Regulatory bodies are enforcing
stricter compliance standards, such as the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and
the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority
(FINRA) guidelines.




Consumers are also urged to adopt best
practices, such as regularly updating passwords,
monitoring accounts for suspicious activity, and
being cautious of phishing attempts.

Looking ahead, the ongoing evolution of cyber
threats necessitates a proactive and adaptive
approach. Collaboration between financial
institutions, cybersecurity firms, and
government agencies will be crucial to
developing resilient defenses against financial
crime.

In conclusion, as digital financial services
continue to expand, so do the risks associated
with cybercrime. Continuous innovation in
cybersecurity, combined with heightened
awareness and vigilance, is vital to safeguarding
the integrity of financial systems and protecting
consumers from the increasing tide of digital
theft, fraud, and hacking.

Thank You !!!




BOOK REVIEW

- By Mansi Kumbhar , TYBAF

| read Rich Dad Poor Dad,
And it really changed the
way | think about money.
The author, Robert Kiyosaki,
talks About two father
figures in his life. One is his
real father, whom he calls
the “Poor Dad,” and the other is his friend’s
father, the “Rich Dad.” Both dads gave him
advice, but their thinking about money was
completely different.

While explaining the book, | usually say
that the Poor Dad believed in working hard
at a job, getting a stable salary, and playing
it safe. But the Rich Dad taught him
something else: that we should learn how
money works, invest wisely, and build
assets that make money for us even when
we are not working.




The book mainly focuses on financial
education. It explains that schools teach
many subjects, but they do not teach how
to handle money. Because of this, many
people work all their lives but still struggle
financially. Kiyosaki says that to become
financially free, we need to understand
assets, liabilities, investing, and taking
smart risks.

The main lesson the book gives readers is
that your mindset about money decides
your financial future. If you only work for
money, you stay stuck. But if you learn to
make money work for you through assets
like investments, businesses, or real estate
you can build long-term wealth.

Thank You !!!
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